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Foreword
Almost 40 years have passed since Dr. Jean Berger first described primary IgA nephropathy as a new disease entity. This disease may lead to end-stage renal disease (ESRD) with its enormous economic impact on healthcare everywhere. Since the pathogenesis of IgA nephropathy is still obscure, specific treatment is not yet available. However, efforts by many investigators around the world have gradually clarified various aspects of the pathogenesis and treatment of this disease.
The objectives of the 11th International Symposium on IgA nephropathy (October 5-7, 2006) are (1) to discuss the most up-to-date findings on pathogenesis and treatment of IgA nephropathy and (2) to build friendship among us. This symposium is truly a small specialized meeting with the participation of international nephrologists and basic scientists involved in the large topic of IgA nephropathy. This article is a summary of the topics presented in the 11th International Symposium on IgA nephropathy.
This symposium was made possible by the generosity of our sponsors. 
